












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Castrati : Their Light and Shadows
Megumi Kanaya＊,　Kohji Ueda＊＊
︿Abstract﹀
　　Castrati, were male singers existing in Europe from the 17th to 19th centuries who underwent a 
surgical operation of emasculation at the age of between about six to eight years, which prevented 
the growth of their larynges. Because of this treatment, they could utter and keep their childish 
high voices throughout their lives. At that time, females were forbidden to sing in Christian church 
services. With the advance of church music, a higher range of voice became essential for the choirs, 
so the castrati came on stage in place of young boys and falsettos. The castrati, developed through 
special vocal training, were fervently accepted, and appeared in the choirs of Roman Catholic chapels 
and even in operas, which were just becoming popular in society. However, behind the birth of these 
castrato stars, there were too many sacrificed children. In this paper, the authors describe the role of 
castrato in church choirs, the severe education given to them and their vocalism, and their decline, 
which was brought about by the prohibition of the emasculative operation because it went against 
providence.
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